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Scholarship Program Overview

The District Chief Rob Nugent Scholarship for Excellence recognizes sworn St. Petersburg Fire Rescue personnel who demonstrate exceptional performance, strong character, and a commitment to emergency services. This award is intended to support continued growth through educational opportunities while honoring those who consistently contribute to the success of their crew, company, and department.
Note from the Family
Note from Chief Ganci
PURPOSE
· Recognize high-performing firefighters with strong work ethic and character
· Reinforce a culture of professionalism, accountability, and teamwork
· Support continued education and development
AWARD STRUCTURE
· One recipient per shift
· Nominations accepted January 1st – October 31st  
· Award presented annually at the SPFR Awards Banquet, typically held in late January
· Recipients may receive the scholarship more than once, however a 3 year waiting period is required between awards. 
ELIGIBILITY
· Completion of the JATC program by the end of the nomination period calendar year.
· Sworn personnel in good standing
· No disciplinary action within the previous 12 months
· Consistently demonstrates:
· Excellent attendance
· Strong work ethic
· Team-oriented mindset
· High moral and professional standards/Holding the St. Pete Standard
· Initiative in Professional Growth & Development
SELECTION PROCESS
· District Chiefs submit nominations
· Nominations must include specific examples. Generic endorsements will not be considered.
· Chief Ganci reviews and conducts follow-up discussions
· Short list developed
· Final selection made by Chief Ganci and Scholarship Executor/Hartes
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